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netwerk comparadefonderzoek op te zetten en uit te voeren. Recent heeft er een groot
congres plaatsgevonden in Trente waar de uitgangspunten en mogelijkheden van Euro-
pees onderzoek werden geexploreerd ('Crossing Borders, Crossing Cultures. Popular
Print in Europe']. Een deel van de papers zal gepubliceerd warden in een bundel (ver-
wacht in 2018). Op 7 en Sjuni 2018 zal er een groot congres pkatsvinden in Utrecht, waar
de eerste resultaten van comparatieve casestudies zullen warden gepresenteerd. Deze
bijdragen zullen eveneens uitmonden in een gezamenlijke publicade. Er wordt verder
door de netwerkleden gewerkt aan een Europees glossarium en een taxonomie van gen-
res en categorieen dmkwerk. Ten slotte wordt er door het Digital Humanides Lab in
Utrecht een Virtual Research Environment (VREJ ontwikkeld (in samenwerking met de
UB Utrecht en het Consortium of European Research Libraries) dat de vele Europese bio-
graflsche en bibliograflsche databases op dit terrein in een geavanceerd systeem bijeen-
brengt en doorzoekbaar maakt. Met dit systeem kunnen we op nog grotere schaal com-
pararieve projecten opzetten en de Europese dimensies van populair drukwerk in kaart
brengen.
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The ERC-funded MEDIATE project (Middlebrow Enlightenment: Disseminating Ideas,
Authors, and Texts in Europe], based at Radboud University/ studies the circulation of
books in eighteenth-century Europe, focusing on books associated with the 'Enlighten-
ment'. To do so, it is building an Open Access database housing data from a corpus of
catalogues of private libraries sold at auction in the Dutch Republic, France, and the
British Isles between 1665 and 1830. MEDIATE'S central hypothesis is that, to adequately
understand the spread of ideas and books associated with the Enlightenment move-
ment, and the processes of societal change supposedly engendered by them,2 it is crucial
to understand how these books were embedded in the cultural field at large. Writers are
significant not only as individuals, but just as importantly, as part of a larger literary
system ofeighteenth-century authors, most of whom are unknown to us today. To un-
derstand the full cultural impact of any individual author, we need to view his or her
texts as part of a complex literary system, or set of relations between higher- and lower-
prestige texts, geographic regions and languages, and between authors closer and
farther away from centres of cultural authority.

By focusing on private libraries, MEDIATE further aims to address the Enlighten-

1 This project has received funding from the European Research Council (ERc) under the European Union's Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No. ̂82022. See also the project wcbsite, www.mediatei8.nl
[accessed January &, 2018].
z According to the famous thesis elaborated by Daniel Mornet in his Origins intelkctuelles de la revolutionfranf&ise (Paris,
1533) and taken up by Robert Damton in The Forbidden Best-Selkrj qfFre-Revolutionary France [New York, 1956).
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ment from a reception viewpoint, studying not only the circulation of books but also
potential readers. We posit that book ownership, regardless of whether books listed in
private catalogues were actually read, and even if catalogues fail to reflect the full extent
of an individual's book ownership or reading during a lifetime, provides indications
about the intellectual aspirations of the collector, the association of specific social or
professional groups with specific kinds of reading material, the relative prestige as-
signed to particular books as a form of cultural capital, and booksellers' evaluation of
books monetary worth.

In its first phase, the project uses existing inventories to create a digital corpus of
around 2,000 smaller to mid-size catalogues of private libraries sold at auction between
i66') and 1830. These include the corpus of Dutch auction catalogues collected by Bert
van Selm and his collaborators, digitized as Book Sales Catalogues Online (Bsco);3 and bib-
liographies of private library catalogues, including Blechet and Charon for France,
Munby and Coral for the British Isles, and Loh for Europe more broadly.4 We focus on
'smaller' and 'mid-range libraries, defined as those listing fewer than 1,000 books. This
corpus of 2,000 smaller to mid-range catalogues will be transcribed, through a combina-
tion of optical character recognition [OCR] technology and manual post-correcdon, and
made available as fully-searchable text files in an Open Access database. We focus on
three geographic-linguisdc zones - the Dutch Republic, the British Isles, and France -
that were selected as broadly representative of the movement of'Enlightenment' ideas
in eighteenth-century Europe, and because of their role in networks of book production
and distribution. 5 The project output consists of two digital databases:

BIBLIO [Bibliography oflndmdually-owned Book and Library Inventories
Online] union catalogue, containing metadata for all extant private library
[sales] catalogues and inventories in the Dutch Republic, France, and the
British Isles from 1665 - 1830. Data covers primarily Catalogues and Collectors.

MEDIATE (Middlebrow Enlightenment: Disseminating Ideas, Authors, and
Texts in Europe] database, containing fully searchable transcripdons and book
data extracted from a smaller corpus of around 2,000 small to mid-range - less
than 1,000 books, approximately - private library [sales] catalogues from 1665
-1830. Data covers primarily lots and items (books listed in lots].

3 Including catalogues preserved in collections in the Netherlands, Germany, Great Britain, France and Russia. For a full
list of libraries, see Bert van Selm, J.A. Gruys, and H.W. de Kooker, continued by Karel Bostoen, Otto Lankhorst, Alicia C.
Montoya and Marieke van Delft, cd.. Book Sales Catalogues Online - Book Auctioning in the Dutch Republic, ca. X500-ca. 1800,
primarysources.brillonline.com/browse/book-sales-catalogues-online [accessed September 6, 2017].
4 Fran;oise Blechct, Lu ventes puUiques Ie Im-ts m France, itfjo-175-0, repertoire des catalogues coruerm a la Bitliotheque nation-
ak (Oxford, 1951]; Charon, Esprit Jej livres; A.N.L Munby and Lenore Coral, British Book Sale Catalogues 1678 - iSoo: & Union
List [London, 1977}; Gerhard Loh, Die Europciuchen FrivatbiMiotheken und Buchauktionen, 7 vols. [1555-1732] [Leipzig, 1.957-
zoo?].
5 For reasons of feasibility, MEDIATE leaves out the German states and Italy for the time being, but might include them
at a later stage.
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Private library ofjohamies de Cocq, now in the Municipal Archive ofThe Hague. Auction catalogue transcripdon in
MEDIATE database: Catalogus Imynium LibrorumMeiiiumun, Anatomicomm, Chiruifflmmm, Phamiaceutimrum, Botanicorum
&c. Qyibusdum viveret vsus at Doctissimus Expertusimiuque nrjohannes De Coq, Medednae Doctor Ac Fracricus_felicissimus, post
obitum publico usui inTheatro Anatomico Havana e55e voluit, ac Jono hoc omuvit, The Hague: [s. n. ], 1724

In a second phase, MEDIATE will use Linked Open Data to establish collaboration or full
interoperability with a number of other digitally-supported bibliometric projeas. These
include Simon Burrows's Mapping Print, Charting Enlyhtenment (MPCE) database, a fol-
low-up to the FBTBE or French Book Trade in Enlyhtenment Europe Database, 1769-17^14;'
the U.S.-based Footprints: Jewish Book5 through Time and Place database;7 the Short-Tide

Catalogue Netherlands (STCN), 8 based at the KB - Royal Library; and the Universal
Short-Tide Catalogue project, 5' based at the University of St Andrews. We further draw
on the Thesaurus of imprint places, imprint names, personal names and corporate

6 Simon Burrows, ed., Mapping Print, Charting Enlightenment, fbtee. uws. edu. au/mpce/ [accessed September 6, 2oi6].
7 Magorie Lehman, Michelle Chesner, Adam Shear and Joshua Teplitsky, cd.. Footprints website: footprints.ccnmtl.co-
lumbia. edu/ [accessed January 15, 20i8j.
8 KB - Royal Library, Short-Titk Catalogue Netherlands, www.kb.nl/en/organisation/research-expertise/for-libraries/
short-dtle-catalogue-nethedands-stcn [accessed January 15, zoi8].
y Andrew Pettegree, cd., Universal Short-Title Catalogue project, www.ustc.ac.uk/ [accessed January 15, 20i8].
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names for the early modem history of the book developed by the Consortium ofEurope-
an Research Libraries (cERL)." Such collaboration across databases is crucial to counter
the biases inherent in printed auction catalogues as a source. More importantly, by ae-
ating an aggregation ofeighteenth-cenmry book history datasets, we aim to provide
tools allowing users to map the circulation of books among a cross-secrion of readers in
Europe, and to draw historically plausible conclusions about the movement of ideas
during this period.

io Consortium of European Research Libraries, www.cerl.org/ [accessed January 15, 2018].
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Het was een trui die me de negennende eeuw in slingerde. Een tmi en een boek. Wie net
als ik aan de Universiteit van Amsterdam Nederlands studeerde in dejaren tachtig, weet
dat ik hier verwijs naar Enno Endt. Hij nam in zijn college over de tachtigers de trui van
Herman Carter mee, en de eerste druk van diens Verzen uit 1890. Ik geloofdat hij ook nog
een affiche meenam uit die tijd en ging zingen. In elk geval was het voor het eerst dat ik
de oudere letterkunde niet uit een morsig Klassiek Letterkundig Pantheon deeltje uk
y8o bekeek, maar uit een echt boek, uit 1890. Echt, omdat het zonder tussenkomst van
tekstbezorgers en voetnoten zo uit de hand van een negentiende-eeuwer vyas gegrist. De
historische sensade op zijn best. We leerden ook van Enno Endt dat de tachdgers in him
eigen tijd helemaal niet zo'n groot bereik hadden. Hun boeken hadden kleine oplages,
en het aantal abonnees van De Nieuwe Gids was lets van 300. Dat feit intrigeerde me. Wat
zeggen oplages eigenlijk? Hoe verlopen processen van roem en succes? Wat vonden le-
zers honderdjaar geleden belangrijk? Ja, wie waren eigenlijk die lezers?

Boekwetenschap voor mij begon vanuit een belangstelling voor dit soort sociale pro-
cessen en cukurele veranderingen. Als je kijkt naar wat de boekwetenschap in Neder-
land de afgelopen decennia heeft opgeleverd, dan is dat: veel. In het ardkel van Han
Brouwer in het eerstejaarboek van de NBV geeft hij een schets van hoe de boekweten-
schap zich ontwikkelde tot in dejaren negendg. In de daaropvolgendejaargangen van
ditjaarboek is in de reviewafdeling goed te zien hoe de kennis van de diverse perioden
zich als een olievlek uitbreidde, en dat onderzoekers uit Vlaanderen een sterke poside
innemen in het onderzoek. Maar zo began ook op te vallen dat de gebieden elders in de
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